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function is, according to Young, to evade the most
sacred of man's obligations. It is to commit sin.
An unwedded man is, in Mormon belief, an im-
perfect creature; like a bird without wings, a body
without soul. Nature is dual; to complete his
organisation a man must marry a wife. Love, .says
Young, is the yearning for a higher state of existence ;
and the passions, properly understood, are the feeders,
of our spiritual life.

Looking to this dogma of the duty of wedlock
solely as a source of political power, we should
have to allow it very great weight. What waste
it saves! In many religious bodies marriage is
simply tolerated, as the lesser form of two dark
evils. Those Essenes from whom we derive so
" much, allowed it only to the weak, and on account
of weakness ; they thought it better for a good
man to refrain from marriage; and in the higher
grades of their society the relation of wife and
husband was unknown. Many orders among the
Hindoos practise celibacy. The Greeks had their
Vestal virgins, the Egyptians their anchorites, the
Syrians their ascetics. In the Pagan Olympus,
abstinence was a virtue, praised, if not practised,
by the gods. Hestia and Artemis were honoured
above all the denizens of heaven, because they rose
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